The Voice Newsletter 


Volume 21 Number 9 May 2014 
Editor’s Note: this newsletter contains 8 pages 


President’s Corner 


President’s Corner May Issue: 
Here it is! -- The opening page of a proposed Seven Year (2014-2020) Vision 
Statement for our CGBCI Fellowship: 
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2020 Vision Statement 
CONSERVATIVE GRACE BRETHREN CHURCHES, INTERNATIONAL 


MISSION STATEMENT: The CGBCI exists to glorify Jesus Christ through the proclamation of the 
Gospel and by a unified commitment to the CGBCI Statement of Faith. 


PURPOSE STATEMENT: The purpose of the CGBCI is to “establish other conservative Grace Brethren 
Churches worldwide which will faithfully perpetuate all that Christ commanded (Matt. 28:18-20), and to 
promote ministry and fellowship among our churches.” 


SEVEN YEAR VISION STATEMENT 2014-2020 
7" YEAR GOALS for 2020: 


In Foreign Missions 
To have six new fields by 2020. 


To have current mission fields maturing by 2020. 
To develop a foreign mission training program to be added to Practorium curricula. 
To have short term mission trips. 
To develop a sub-committee to identify, track and encourage young people who express interest in becoming 
missionaries. 
To have a social hour during conference and have interested people meet with both Home and Foreign 
Mission Panels. 
In Home Missions 
1. To establish New Churches and Pastors. 
a. To seek out and give birth to five new churches by conference time 2020. 
b. To seek out and place within these new churches five CGBCI endorsed pastors by conference time 
2020. 
c. To make our CGBCI Fellowship more aware of the prayer and financial needs of our Home Mission 
Panel churches. 
2. To enhance the Jewish Ministry in Phoenix Arizona. 
a. To make our CGBCI Fellowship more aware of the prayer and financial needs of Jeff Kran and our 
Jewish ministry in Phoenix AZ. 
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' From the minutes of the CGBCI Convention Notes, October 19-22, 1992, Indianapolis, IN. 
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b. To seek out and help train a team member to assist Jeff Kran in the Jewish ministry in Phoenix (with 
the aim of planting a CGBCI congregation in accord with the Irasburg Vision Statement). 
3. To promote the NET Team (National Evangelism Training). 
a. To seek to encourage Del Miller to continue to train new leadership to assist in and ultimately assume 
the ongoing leadership of the NET Team. 
4. To work closely with the Coordinator of Pastorless Churches and Available Men. 
a. To seek out and assist the coordinator in placing five called and qualified pastors in CGBCI churches 
that have been or are currently without a shepherd. 
b. To assist the coordinator in developing a pool of retired or otherwise available men who can either 
temporarily or fully fill the pulpits of those churches that are without pastoral leadership. 
c. To work closely with practorium classes and instructors to make ongoing training available to men 
who may have been called to churches before they have completed all their class work. The Home 
Mission Panel would seek to develop classes by way of the internet for these men. 
In Practorium 
1. To start 15 new men in the Practorium by 2020. 
2. To graduate 10 men in seven years. 
3. To graduate 3 Doctoral students and add 2 new Doctoral students. 
4. To annually generate a list of Practorium students who could supply pulpits. 
In Pastoral Recognition 
1. To complete the Pastoral Ethics Manual. 
2. To establish uniform practices of examination at the District/Area exam. 
3. To perpetuate a maintenance of standards (in sound doctrine, Brethren practices, morals and ethics). 
In Pastoral Care 
1. To have more consistent follow-up with the retired pastors, active ones, and especially those 
experiencing ongoing difficulties. 
2. To have our pastors be willing to share freely as the situation warrants. 
3. To have the panel develop an atmosphere that can encourage our churches to be comfortable and 
confident to contact the Pastoral Care Panel members for help. 


Progress on this Vision Statement will be part of Panel Reports and the Statistician’s 
Report to Conference for the next six years (2015-2020). 
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There will be three additional pages added to the above statement that gives a year-by-year breakdown of 
some specific steps necessary to attain the 2020 goals listed above. These other pages will be in the next issue 
of the Voice Newsletter and in the delegate packets. We will also have time to discuss and revise this 
statement in the various conference meetings (e.g. of the Panels, COP, men’s group, the Business Sessions) 
especially in the workshops. Prayer is vital and we can expect opposition from our archenemy, the Devil. But 
our God is greater! Let’s meditate on Psalm 37:3-5, ° Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land and cultivate 
faithfulness. * Delight yourself in the LORD; and He will give you the desires of your heart. ° Commit your way to the 
LORD, trust also in Him, and He will do it. 

May the Lord Jesus Christ be exalted and glorified as we seek to serve Him together in the CGBCI! 

In Him, Pastor Scott Libby 
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Other Conference News: 


Revised Bible Hour Schedule and Preachers: 


June 26 7:00 pm Welcome and Worship (our Music Coordinator is Pastor Ethan Kallberg) 
Report on “10-10-10-10” presented by Pastor Ike Graham 
June 27 9:00am _— Pastoral Care report and Bible Message by Pastor Ron Welsh 


7:00pm — Foreign Missions: Bible Message by Pastor Chris Knight 
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June 28 9:00am = Home Missions: Bible Message by Pastor Mike Ostrander 
7:00 pm __ Pastoral Recognition Panel report by Pastor Terry Reese 
Bible Message by Pastor Bryan Maley 


June 29 9:00 am Worship; Bible Message by President Scott Libby 
7:00 pm Children’s Program; Worship and Bible Message by YCON 
June 30 9:00am Graduation; Singing, Praises, Testimonies 


Review of Proposed Vision Statement 
7:00 pm Installation of Officers 
Bible Message by 2015 President Larry Williams 


Conference Business Meeting Agenda Items: 


° Delegate Fees change from $10.00 per member to $12.00 
° Recommendation for new conference site 

° Adding new churches 

° Conference Budget 

° Vision Statement 


Although the May 24" deadline is past, you can still make your reservations by calling Antiochian Village at 
724-238-3677; faxing your forms to 724-238-2102; or e-mailing your forms as scanned attachments to 

events2 @antiochianvillage.org. If you choose to call, be prepared to inform them of your meal plan. All 
registration information (registration and meal plan forms, and menu) are on the Fellowship web-site 
(www.cgbci.org). Unfortunately, the Online Reservations option is not working, and will probably not be ready 
in time for our Conference. 


Ministry Opportunity: Our Conference sound technician, Mark Dannat, needs someone to assist him this 
summer in copying, labeling, and taking orders for CDs of the recorded sessions. The Conference is purchasing 
a new recorder and a 10 bay duplicator to have CDs prepared before you leave conference. Or, even better, is to 
have someone 'shadow' Mark to learn how to manage the whole sound and recording system. If you are 
interested in helping, please contact Pastor Scott Libby by e-mail (smlibby@juno.com) or by phone (802-334- 
8203). 


Delegate Fees: need to be sent to Mansfield Cornerstone GBC, made out to Grace Brethren Church. Fees are 
$10.00 per member as reported on your statistical report at the end of 2013. Your cooperation is greatly 
appreciated. 


Music Ministry: This is regarding special music for conference this year. Pastor Ethan Kallberg is the 
Conference Music Coordinator and he is looking for anyone who would like to share their talents during the 
worship times by singing and/or playing an instrument. Please respond to Pastor Ethan at: 

pastorethan @lvgbc.net 

The schedule and topics are as follows: 

Thursday Evening 6/26/14 Message: “10-10-10-10” Ike Graham 

Friday Morning 6/27/14 Message: Pastoral Recognition Report & Bible Message by Pastor Ron Welsh 
Friday Evening 6/27/14 Message: Foreign Missions Report, Bible Message by Pastor Chris Knight 
Saturday Morning 6/28/14 Message: Home Missions Report, Bible Message by Pastor Mike Ostrander 
Saturday Evening 6/28/14 Message: Pastoral Care Report, Bible Message by Pastor Bryan Maley 
Sunday Morning 6/29/14 Message: Pastor Scott Libby 

Monday Morning 6/30/14 Graduation, Message: Proposed Vision Statement, Scott Libby 

Monday Evening 6/30/14 Message: Revival 2015, Larry Williams 
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YCON: The CGBCI Youth Conference information has been sent to the churches. The theme for this year is: 
Your Life, His Design. Make your plans now to attend. The cost for conference is $375.00. Registrations 
should be mailed to Pastor Brian Auten, 413 Grove Ave, Galion OH 44833. They must be postmarked no later 
than June 2, 2014. A twenty dollar ($20) late fee will be assessed after June 2nd. 
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Pastorless Churches & Available Men: Do you remember the Aleppo Brethren Church? It is located in 
the southwest corner of Pennsylvania. Well, they are still alive and still looking for a Grace Brethren man 
to be their pastor. But, what is going on there in Pennsylvania? Well, here is an update: they have 
recently renovated the parsonage (new bathroom, new kitchen & appliances, new walls/ceiling, carpeting, 
and windows). Their Christ’s Community Kitchen dinners started on May 2nd (lst & 3rd Fridays), Hymn 
Sing started May 17th (3rd Saturday), nursing home ministries continue and Vacation Bible School is 
scheduled for June 23-27. Then there are their regular services to take part in. I have to ask — does this 
sound good to anybody out there? Are you seeking God’s will as to where you can serve Him as a pastor? 
If so, take another look at Aleppo PA. Call me (Pastor Marvin Meeker) and let us talk. Yes, I must say 
this also: this man who is now pastoring this church is leaving. His last Sunday will be June 15, 2014. 
These brothers and sisters need a pastor now. Can you help? 


Pastoral Position Available: The Peru Grace Brethren Church is seeking a man who has thorough Biblical 
training/education to join our team of Elders as a full-time Associate Pastor. We would like for him to 
have a heart for family/children's ministries and, in particular, to lead our youth ministry. He will also 
share in the preaching, teaching, and worship service ministries with the Senior Pastor. This Associate 
position includes, but is not limited to, these areas of responsibility. Please send letter of interest and 
resume to: The Council of Elders, Peru Grace Brethren Church, 430 South Broadway, Peru, Indiana 46970 


Holy Land Tour with Mike Wingfield: Here is your invitation to join this action-packed tour of the land of 
the Bible. Join host Mike Wingfield, who has traveled throughout the Middle East for more than 25 years, as he 
leads the group and teaches the Bible where it took place. The cost of the tour is $3,899.00 per person from 
New York. If you are interested in receiving a brochure and registration form, please him a request at: PT 
News, PO Box 13006, Roanoke VA 24030-3006. The dates of the tour are November 3 through November 
11, 2014 


Whitcomb Ministries: Dr. Whitcomb is offering autographed copies of his book, The Rapture and Beyond, to 
our people for $15.00 postage paid. If you would like a copy of this book please send a check Whitcomb 
Ministries at 6147 Hythe Rd., Indianapolis, IN 46220. Dr. Whitcomb is also offering special pricing for his 
latest book “Christ Our Savior, The Greatest Prophecy, Isaiah 53” Special mail order price for this new book, 
available June 9th, is $6.50 plus $3.00 shipping & handling (this special price is not available on our website). 
Isaiah 53 is the greatest prophecy of the Old Testament. Of all the prophecies of the coming Messiah, none can 
quite compare to Isaiah’s portrait of the Lord’s Servant in His rejection, suffering, death, and resurrection. Dr. 
Whitcomb’s careful exposition of this crucial prophetic passage is a valuable tool for all students of the Bible. 
Please send check to: Whitcomb Ministries, Inc., 10203 Coral Reef Way, Indianapolis, IN 46256 

Call 317-250-5469 for special requests, book store orders or multiple copies. 


Hebrew Syntax Class (intermediate Hebrew): After Labor Day this fall, Pastor DeLane Miller will be 
teaching a live on-line class on Hebrew syntax. It will be a 10-12 week course using "Williams' Hebrew 
Syntax" third edition. Please see Pastor Russ Simpson or Pastor DeLane Miller for details. 


Fellowship Websites: http://www.cgbci.org If any church would like to have its website added to the 
Fellowship website, please send that information to Pastor Ethan Kallberg at pastorethan @ivgbc.net 
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Selected Writing of Dr. Herman A. Hoyt:_ "There is no greater authority than the authority of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. There is no more ample faith than the whole Bible with every doctrine it contains. There is no more 
complete Christian life than the life which appropriates the blessings of God, presents itself to God, separates 
from the world, and is transformed in His presence. There is no more perfect set of ordinances than those of the 
Word." Dr. Hoyt wrote these words in 1936 in an article that he wrote for the Brethren Evangelist entitled: 
"Distinctive Elements in the Brethren Faith that Impel us to Reach Out to All America Today" (Brethren 
Evangelist. 58:41 (October 24, 1936): 56, 10, 17). I have collected together 41 of the articles that Dr. Hoyt 
wrote that appeared in the Brethren Evangelist, Brethren Missionary Herald, Grace Journal and Grace 
Theological Journal on various topics along with a biographical sketch written by Ronald Clutter that can be 
found in the Grace Theological Journal of 1985 that that was written in honored Dr. Hoyt. Selected Writing of 
Dr. Herman A. Hoyt is a spiral bound volume of 222 pages. I am asking for a $10.00 donation to cover the cost 
of printing and binding. I will have this available at National Conference. Pastor Gary Kochheiser, Ankenytown 
Grace Brethren Church. 
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From Basinger FL, Christian Brethren Church: Miss Claudia Arnold, is the wife of our beloved Pastor 
Monroe. The doctors have said she is doing great and she looks great. We are very blessed to still have her in 
the church. Miss Claudia asked for this to be posted for all you Brethren. Thank You for all your Prayers and 
kindness. God blessed me and gave me perfect peace, no fear. I am doing very well. Claudia Arnold 


From Lakeland GBC: William “Max” Fluke went home to his Lord Christ May 7, 2014. Many will 
remember that he was quite the builder of church buildings spanning from California to Alaska and across the 
Midwest: Indiana, Ohio and Pennsylvania. In his final years he and Mary Ellen were founding members of the 
Lakeland Conservative Grace Brethren Church. Brother Max spearheaded the refurbishment of a pole building 
for a tree nursery into the Lakeland Church today. Max who had just turned 90 and Mary Ellen who survives 
him were married 71 years and had six children and many grandchildren. 


From the India Ministry: Pastor Ike Graham received this message from Brother Nehemiah in Odisha 
(Semla), Indian. It is a prayer request: Greetings in Jesus name. Please pray for my wife she is seriously ill, 
suffering from typhoid malaria, eosinophil and a thyroid problem. She is receiving medical treatments. May 
the Lord heal her completely. 


Oldest Living CGBCI Member: A poll was taken in May in our fellowship to determine how many 
centenarian members we have. Several pastors responded with one member around 92 in Center Church, PA, a 
98 year old gentleman at the Listie, PA GBC, and a lady who will be 100 on June 5 at Grimes, IA. Cornerstone 
GBC in Mansfield, OH has a lady member who will be 97 on June 11. But as of the poll, the only and oldest 
living centenarian member is Pastor Les Vnasdale's mother, Kathryn Vnasdale, at Cornerstone GBC, who just 
turned 103 on May 24! She lives with Pastor Les and Ruth, and is still going strong! Many who meet her guess 
her age at around 80! Anyone who would like to read a newspaper article and see her picture (which was just 
taken the end of April this year) can go to 
http://www.mansfieldnewsjournal.com/article/20140518/LIFESTY LE/305180003/Senior-Birthdays-Kathryn- 
Vnasdale-103 Mom said that she's not interested in knowing if there's a single man in the group! How old was 
she when YOU were born? You are a kid compared to HER!!!! If you'd say you are tired, she'd reply, "You 
don't know what tired is!" 
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News from the Fellowship Churches 


Calvary GBC, Alto MI, Pastor Bryan Maley: It’s hard to believe that spring is 
actually here in Michigan! We have finally emerged from all the snow. God has really 


a | ® | been at work up here. We are excited to announce that we have purchased a trailer to aid 
——————_ in our new work ministry. We were overjoyed to hear that some of the fellowship 
churches were on board with this new ministry and wanted to give toward the purchase of 
the trailer. We were all rejoicing in our Lord to hear this and then He provided again. We had an anonymous 
donation for $5,000.00 that has allowed us to go ahead and order a 2014, ’24 enclosed trailer. We will be 
taking a trip up to Vermont this year with the trailer. We will be visiting Irasburg GBC and Lamoille Valley 
GBC to not only help them with a few construction projects but to hopefully be an encouragement to them. We 
will be replacing the roof at Irasburg and possibly flooring in their auditorium. Lamoille Valley will be getting 
carpet in their Sunday school rooms, a new pulpit, the auditorium painted and their steeple repainted. We will 
be taking 35 people with us this year, the youngest being 4 years old and the oldest being 75. We are very 
excited to take this trip. We are now in the process of stocking the trailer with tools that can remain there at all 
times. This will allow us to hook up and take off when a need arises. We have already received a donation of a 
drill press and band saw! We will also be traveling up to Ozark, MI, this fall to do work on their church 
building. The Lord has also brought in several new families in the last year. One of them is pregnant and 
due in July. One of our current members is expecting twins in December! Currently we have 49 youth 21 and 
under, that is almost half of our congregation! It has been exciting to see God work. We are just finishing up a 
big remodeling project here on the building. Several men and women came together and helped gut our main 
stairway. All the old paneling and walls were removed and opened up. We removed a small closet/office and 
have half walls on the stairs now. It has really opened up the area and has given us more room in the foyer to 
allow for greater fellowship after services. Our next project is already on the way. We had an 8 X 10 building 
given to us. We will be using this for a “Harvest House.” Many members in our church have gardens and have 
an abundance of produce left over. The “Harvest House” will give us a place to provide fresh produce (at no 
cost) to the community. We will also be adding a refrigerator to the building in order to give away fresh eggs. 
The building will need a bit of work, that’s okay! We have many talented men and women who will be helping 
out with the repairs! We will be using this building as an outreach tool also. It will sit at the front of our 
parking lot next to the road. As people visit the “Harvest House” they will see our ministries, upcoming events 
and a “get to know us” tract. We are excited about the upcoming summer and all the things the Lord has in 
store for us here at Calvary Grace Brethren Church. Along those lines, we will be restructuring our summer 
youth program. We have a recent college graduate (Emily Thompson) who has answered God’s call for her. 
She will be running the program this summer. We are excited to have her onboard. Her cousin, Luke 
Thompson, will be joining us periodically this summer to help out. Ashley Hulbert will also be helping out and 
running the little kids program. Pastor Maley will be taking the youth group for the summer, giving a break to 
the youth leaders. Please be praying that God’s path will be followed and that everything is done to His glory! 


New Troy GBC, New Troy MI; Pastor Larry (Red) Williams: Our biggest crowd for a while: 39 women 


and girls attended our annual Mother-daughter Banquet on May 8th, and a good time was had by all. The Italian 
meal was prepared by Darren Rice, a former chef, and Kay Panico gave her testimony and shared a song. Her 
daughters, Mitzy White and Mindy Burns, also sang. Kay and her husband, Russell, started attending our 
church last October and have been here nearly every service. Russell is a former pastor, and a number of their 
friends from a nearby church also have been attending, a real shot in the arm. Russell and Kay also are going 
through a membership Bible study. 


Basinger Christian Brethren Church: We are Praising the Lord for Nathan, a young family believer who has 
a great desire and special gift to minister. Nathan has joined our fellowship with his wife and young son. 
Pray we can encourage and support him. 
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Peru GBC, Peru IN; Pastor Dave Jodry: The Peru GBC participated in the GBB Indiana District Spring 
Outpost Camp the weekend of May 16-18. The weekend was held at the Mississinewa Reservoir Miami 
Recreational Area. There were units from Peru, Berne and Flora totaling 12 boys and 6 men. Activities 
included hiking and a Skill Mill competition (demonstrating how well the boys had learned the requirements for 
their class ranking). Also we had a Council Fire (Bible teaching) on Friday and Saturday nights and Sunday 
morning, as well as a unit devotional time on Saturday morning. During the weekend the three units competed 
for the Honor Unit award and the Peru Unit 74 won that honor. Congratulations to the boys & men. 


Albany GBC, Albany OR, Pastor DeLane Miller: Praise God. The Albany GBC has received a gift of help 
from a corporation of churches in our area, to help with our building facilities and evangelism. On June 13th, 
we are hosting a men and boys banquet for encouraging men and for outreach. 
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HOME MISSION NEWS 


Metro Jewish Mission, Phoenix AZ; Pastor Jeffrey Kran: The Lord has opened a unique 
door in allowing me to be on in an apologetics radio show which will air some time in the 


beginning of June. This unique opportunity was opened up to me because of the doctorate in 
ministry that I am pursuing, as one of my cohorts in the program is in charge of the radio 
program. We also have an outreach going on in various locations around the area using the film “Miracle of 
Israel.” This is a documentary about the nation of Israel narrated by Leonard Nimoy, with testimonies of 
Jewish believers at the end. It looked as though the adversary was going to squash the outreach by pulling away 
a venue and making it unavailable at the last moment. However, the Lord provided other venues so the first two 
showings of this film are May 18th and June 8th. We are really excited to have a young gentleman from Peru 
GBC named Jordan Bradley here for a month of training in apologetics, Jewish apologetics, outreach and 
cultural activities for an internship cross cultural experience required for college. Our Spring Speaking Tour 
was especially exciting this year; I witnessed to an unsaved Jewish woman at one of the Messiah or Christ and 
the Passover demonstrations that I did in Georgia. Her saved daughter had invited her. I shared with her that 
Isaiah 53 was the key passage in demonstrating to me that Messiah was the one who provided atonement for me 
and for our people, and that the seventy weeks timeline in Daniel chapter nine showed me that Messiah had to 
come before the Temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. I further explained that while Torah is good, I realized I 
could not live Torah in my own strength; I needed a power outside myself. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS NEWS 
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India Ministry: Below is a picture of the Bible distribution team in Golamunda. Team co- 
= leader, Peter Sipka, is the man in the front middle (not holding a Bible). We do not yet have a 

report on how many Bibles have been distributed, but once again, we want to thank those who 
made contributions to purchase Bibles for distribution. Pray that the word of God will have full 
effect in the hearts of every recipient. Pray that many more will be saved and added to the churches. Pray also 
for Brother Peter as he is asking the Lord to provide a wife for Him of God’s choosing. A year from this 
month, we are planning our next trip to India in order to meet with the Brethren there, see how they are doing, 
encourage them and minister to them primarily through the ministry of the word. We are praying for wisdom as 
the church planters have many requests regarding topics to study for a better understanding of the Scriptures. 
Please pray with us. 
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Please send financial support to: 


CGBCI Foreign Missions 
P.O. Box 217 
Grimes, IA 50111 


For more information go to 


www. insightintoindia.wordpress.com 


African Ministry: 


Uganda: There is so much going 
on in Africa that it’s hard to 
decide just what to include in the 
newsletter (due to space). Here is 
just a little bit of the excitement 
there. In one location (Bukedea), 
land has been given to the new church for a church building. Twenty 
new adult believers and 11 youth have come to know the Lord. 
Brother Simon Peter wants to set up a theological training institute to 
equip the leaders & prepare them for missions. He is also working on | = 
developing discipleship classes. Brother Simon & Brother Chris are teaching on Baptism and Holy 
Communion. A baptism for 20 new members was scheduled for May 17th, and a communion service for 
Sunday, May 18th. In Marela, Bibles will be handed out to the new believers, baptism and a communion 
service will be scheduled in the near future, as well as training. Please continue to pray for the ministry in 
Uganda. 


THE VOICE NEWSLETTER” is the communication tool of the Conservative GBCI. News or mailing 
updates should be sent to Connie Marsh at jcmarshl @comcast.net or at 2376 Shadowbrook Dr, Peru IN 46970, or 


phone: 765-472-3847, by the 20th of each month. 
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